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Cannot bring people happiness
And their tears never cease
I'will give you, my children, a cup of herbs
And from it you will find happiness and joy
For the entire world
These herbs consist of a great love for
TRUTH, GOODNESS and BEAUTY
For the sake of noble actions
Let your heart-beat resound
BEAUTY — will uncover miracles for you
TRUTH — will show you the marvels of knowledge
And through GOODNESS - you yourselves will 2
Become radiant and happy!

Let us all fall in love with BEAUTY, TRUTH and GOODNESS and we will become better people and life will
be better!
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December 29. 1940

1 greet you my dear fellow country-men with the words: “Praised be Jesus Christ!”

There is a calendar on my desk and its red letters tell me that this is already the month of December — the
last page for the calendar year of 1940. In two days it will be December 31 — the last day of the last month of
the year of 1940. Then I’ll tear off that page, rip up the calendar and throw it into the trash. In its place I will
place a new calendar with the first page beginning the new year of 1941! While I'm sitting here now, I'm
thinking that those last twelve months passed with the speed of lightning on a hot summer day! The angel of
God already added them on to eternity. As for me — I am one year older and my life has been shortened by one
year! Tam one year closer to death, closer to the grave, closer to Judgement Day! It is worthwhile thinking
about these truths! I must at least remind myself of death, the grave and judgement because these are not
figments of a terrified imagination or one that is sick or weak. These are hard facts which no individual can
avoid, before which no person can hide and before which no power on earth can protest anyone! Not only these
last twelve months but also all the months of all the past years should have been lived in such a way that they
form one unbroken thread of preparation for a peaceful death and a light judgement by a merciful and kind
Judge!

Therefore, I ask myself — “What have I done and how have I spent these hours and days that were once
mine but today are gone and are no longer mine? Did I make proper use of them? Did I waste all this time,
forgetting that this time will never return? At this time I recall the writing of Syrokomla:

“Every day we say lovely words,

Every day we live the life of the corpse,

Every day we must live again

Raising our hearts and lifting our heads

Until finally the Spirit enlightens us

But according to our old customs

The Word roars and time flies

Having never even begun, our life is over
In our fields grow grass and herbs
They need the use of a plow
Only in my thoughts do I achieve lovely things
In my heart I feel lots of weeds
Which were sown by my frivolous life.
Quickly from the ruins of ancient misery
We’re to create paradise from our villages
But death walks even quicker
Never having begun, our life is suddenly over!”

IT WILL BE BETTER
The old year is ending in gloomy darkness. This year began badly and is approaching a worse ending.

This year such an enormous misfortune has befallen our world that the eyes of people look wih horror, the
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Now, compare your situation with the misfortune of this hero! Aren’t you ashamed? You- who believe in
the divinity of the newly-born Baby Jesus and yet oppose Him in your thoughts, words and deeds! Is it possible
that these reproaches are baseless, imagined and untrue? Therefore, listen: How many of you were scandalized
this year by what Divine Providence allowed to happen? How many of you blasphemed God and the Mother of
God? How many of you quit believing —some claiming that there is no God, others insisting that God is unjust
forgetting that the decrees of heaven are inscrutable and that God’s mills grind slowly but justly!

During these past twelve months, how many of you have surrendered yourselves to excessive drinking and
drunkenness ruining your health and your strength, squandering money, abusing your family and slowly but
surely committing suicide? Slaves, to whom the Savior is not a Sign of resurrection but a sign of your \fall!

There were so many who repeated promises of repayment for wrongs committed, to return what was
wrongfully taken from a neighbor —and yet no restitution has yet been made! There are so many angry people
who continue to live in anger and discord, whose lips never utter a word of reconciliation or agreement! There
are so many Christians who cannot force themselves to speak a word of peace or to perform an act of mercy.
Their religion is as empty as a soap bubble, like a castle built on ice. Their lives are cold, useless and bear no
fruit! TIs it always going to be like this? No! And it should not be so!

All that is needed is a little more good will and the will to do something about it! Then, things will be and
must be better!

Now, let us examine our own society. Som’ething great and definite is happening in the world! The Hand
of God is tracing out a new, unknown mission for the land of our fore-fathers. God is doing the same for us! I
feel that every minute and every tomorrow will bring us something new. Everyday moves us closer to the
future where great changes can happen or closer to the sun or to the night. Hundreds and hundreds of times in
the past months I was asked the same questions — “What will happen tomorrow? What will the future bring us?
Then what will happen?” These questions were fearful and timid!

Our Bishop Bandurski had declared: “Truly there is nothing more threatening and more dangerous for great
works in a country than fear and timidity! Fear bends all objectives, takes the wrong road, saps ones energy and
dampens enthusiasm! During such critical times as these present times, people are looking for great slogans, for
some noble calling, for some flaming daybreak for a bright fire — all of which could lead them, show them the
way and teach them!

Our duty, therefore, should be one powerful call to them to fulfill their religious obligations and their
obligation in society without any timidity or fear, without hesitation or aversion! There is such a multitude of
us — several million hearts interlaced into one circle; several million hearts dedicated to work for the future,
several million noble hearts that are free of faults and base weaknesses, that are free from brutal addictions,
fears and lowly cowardice. Among all these hearts are very fervent hearts! The spirit of dedication and self-
denial has not disappeared among us — There just isn’t enough of it! If we would only live together in peace

and unity and each would be concerned for his own spiritual like! Despite difficulties we should never just
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wring our hands, never but never let our ardor cool for there is nothing worse, nothing more shameful than
venom of hesitation, despair and fear! Anyone who sows discord among his fellow-men, between states or
classes of society is like that slimy, disgusting, poisonous snake. We have learned many virtues, but we have
not yet learned to love one another as brothers. Our discord, (everywhere and all the time) this sickness of our
souls is like a plague, more serious than any that kills the body! We don’t understand and we don’t want to
understand the meaning of harmony. There are still states and classes of people whom we push away with
contempt. It is as though we only know how to love those who are higher in rank and more influential and we
turn away with disgust from the lowly, the work-worn and weary! We should always remember the advice
given by Mickiewicz when he wrote: -

“We should join together and bear one another

If we are divided — then we perish together!”

We should join together and bear with one another, we should intertwine with each other to form a strong
unbreakable chain and we should live by the motto — “All for one and one for all!” We should all strive
together every day, every minute to pull our people up from darkness and shake them out of their sluggishness
so that they realize their value and strength. We must work together perseveringly every day with everyone
together in harmony and never allow anyone to take even one step along a road that swerves away from the
commandments of God or principles of Christianity or a road that does not lead to truth, virtue and justice. For
all of us, this should be our motto: :

“Never did my mind not fall from bravery
In a long and terrible martyrdom
But I wasn’t fighting for the applause of the crowd
1 don’t care about booty or the loss of laurel leaves
That belongs to others™
Considering the importance and the huge amount of work needed for society, you must forget about your
comforts, health and life!

Away with anxiety and fear! Yet today when others want to walk together with us because they feel they
are our brothers. They feel that all personal and political matters should be put aside whenever the common
good or our future is concerned. They reason that when a house is burning, no one asks nor do they worry
about how he who ran to put out the fire was dressed — whether he wore a tunic, a dress-coat, a cassock or a
habit! Free from pettiness and grudges let the bonds of brotherhood unite all in work for the people. Be
compliant and full of brotherly love! This is what we have to work on! This is the holy collar of our
obligations! In everything that we do let us pay close attention that we are always intertwining and uniting and
never dividing or breaking! Let us pay heed to the warning of the philosopher! “If we can’t prevent our
enemies from eating us alive, let us make sure that they can’t digest us!”

It is not worth giving high-flown talks and it is futile to throw about high sounding phrases about loving

people if you do not sincerely love people and do not help people to get work. You must reach out to people
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with hands that soothe, heal, comfort and help. You must go out among the people and place your warm hand
on their heart and awaken those who sleep. Go out among the people and take with you that which is most
convincing — your good example! There is nothing that poisons and kills the souls of people so quickly as a bad
example given by an influential leader of the people! Why go to the people and teach them unbelief? Why
work in order to teach people to despise their brothers? What about the work of those who go out among the
people and push them even lower into an abyss of mistakes, many sins and moral bankruptcy? Should we
wonder — and we should wonder how very often our people will believe what foreigners, and even their enemies
say — but they do not trust their own brothers!

“Go-for it is only in that blessed circle
That includes everything dear and born
Everything! Altars, graves, courts and cottages
Everything is defined by love!”

It is time for us to unite spiritually and externally as one unbroken force! Time is running short, so let’s make it
happen today, in the last days of this year! Today, when the world is tossed by storms, when nations are torn
apart and divided — are we united with one another by our faith, our language, our customs and our common
fortune and misfortune? We must strive now more than ever for harmony, understanding and unity! Only then
will we all be better off! Then all unwillingness and jealousy will disappear. There will be no more
sluggishness and insubordination! Selfishness alnd snobbishness will melt away! Every one of us will stop
asking: “What does God owe me? What does life owe me? What does the world owe me? What do people
owe me?” It is then that we will quickly remind ourselves: “All that [ am and everything that [ have comes
from God! Life only owes me as much as I put into life! The world is not my debtor and neither are people!
My sacred duty is and always will be to use all my efforts and exertions in work to make people’s lives more
pleasant, kinder and more beautiful and to constantly remind them that is will be better! Life must become

better!

A smiling New Year
Looked down from heaven
Looking around to see
‘What people most need
Whether it be riches, silver or gold
And also maybe some fame? ...
He would want to satisfy all
This gracious New Year
Bur he saw that in the palaces
Tears flowed just the same
As in the mud-huts and in the garrets
And even in the cellars.
He saw that the famous, great and powerful
Are secretly sad and are calling out —
New Year — Give us a better life!
Therefore this young New Year answered —
“When gold and fame




